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railway-wagon and plywood factories of Birobijan, the
machine-tool and engineering works, shipyards, and docks
at the naval base of Vladivostock, Soviet Haven, and Petro
pavlovsk (Kamchatkha), and the oil-wells of Sakhalin. At
Khabarovsk there is a modern meat combine, while there

FIG. 72.  THE STATES BORDERING THE SOVIET FRONTIERS
are new fish canneries at Komsomolsk, Khabarovsk, Soviet
Haven, Petropavlovsk, and Vladivostock, producing at least
180,000,000 tins offish products each year (see p. 342).
Hence, outside European Russia, the U.S.S.R. possesses
two great centres of food and industry, and their position is
particularly interesting in relation to the countries of the
Middle East and Far East. These industrial centres, of
infinite importance from a military and strategical point of
view, since they provide a great reserve of food, raw materials,
. and manufactured goods during times of war, may be equally
significant as the bases for trade and commerce in the
future.
The U.S.S.R. possesses immense land and sea frontiers in
Europe, across which it could trade with other countries.
But the possibilities in Asia are probably far greater, since the
Soviet Union, with its new industrial regions, is surrounded